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Carmen Sapunaru Tamas is a Japan-based anthropologist whose research focus is on the cultural and social mechanisms at work in contemporary Japanese society, and most recently—the relationship between business and the sacred. She is well-known in the field of Japanese studies for her extensive work on Japanese festivals, being the first person to organize a large-scale performance of Tenjin Matsuri (one of Japan’s three great festivals) in Europe (Bucharest, Romania), as well as one of the first geisha shows in Europe (Bucharest 2024). Since November 2023 she is also the official culture consultant for the Romanian Pavilion at Expo 2025 Osaka.
Recent books:
Beliefs, Ritual Practices, and Celebrations in Kansai III (editor), Pro Universitaria 2023 
Forms of the Body in Contemporary Japanese Society, Literature, and Culture (editor), Rowan & Littlefield 2020
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